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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

and 

PENNSYLVANIA AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

and 

CORNELL UNIVERSITY AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'LATHCO' FLATPEA 
i 

The United States Department of Agr icul ture ,  So i l  Conservation 
Service ;  t h e  Pennsylvania Agr icu l tu ra l  Experiment S t a t i o n ;  and 
t h e  Cornel l  Univers i ty  Agr icu l tu ra l  Experiment S t a t i o n  announce 
t h e  release of Lathco f l a t p e a  (Lath r u s  s y l v e s t r i s  L . ) .  It w a s  
developed a t  t h e  SCS P l a n t  Materla + s Center,  Big E'lats, New York, 
by C. L. W i l l i a m s ,  S. I. Dronen and J. L. M c W i l l i a m s ,  

Lathco i s  an open- pollinated l i n e  (experimental  des ignat ion  
NY-1157), t r a c i n g  back t o  a f i e l d  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  L e w i s  County, 
Washington, i n  1957. 
involved i n  t h e  development of t h i s  v a r i e t y .  It i s  b a s i c a l l y  
a direct inc rease  of material harves ted  f r o m  t h e  i n i t i a l  p l a n t i n g  
of t h e  f i e l d  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  the Big F l a t s  P l a n t  Materials Center. 
I t  w a s  tested a g a i n s t  f i v e  o t h e r  s t r a i n s  and w a s  s u p e r i o r  t o  a l l  
of these i n  p l a n t  v igor ,  vege ta t ive  product ion,  seed product ion,  
seed l ing  v igor  and rate of spread. 

N o  major s e l e c t i o n  or breeding w a s  

Lathco i s  a viny,  rhizomatous, pe renn ia l  legume w i t h  
t endr i l- bea r ing  s t e m s .  
feet  high,  b u t  w i l l  climb t o  6 f e e t  or  more i f  suppor t  i s  avail-  
able. It i s  hardy, drought- to lerant  and adapted t o  a w i d e  
v a r i e t y  of s o i l  condi t ions ,  and does w e l l  on l o w- f e r t i l i t y  si tes 
such as sands,  g rave l s  and shales. It i s  best s u i t e d  t o  w e l l  
d ra ined  s o i l s .  
dra ined ,  b u t  i s  n o t  adapted t o  poorly dra ined  so i l s .  

It normally forms a dense mat, 2 t o  3 

It w i l l  grow on si tes t h a t  are moderately w e l l  

Lathco has been tested as a conservat ion cover p l a n t  on c r i t ica l  
areas from West Vi rg in ia  t o  Maine. It i s  s u i t e d  f o r  use i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  cover on logging roads, g rave l  p i t s ,  u t i l i t y  
rights-of-way, roadbanks, dams, borrow areas, and minespoil.  
i s  a va luable  w i l d l i f e  cover p l a n t  and i s  u t i l i z e d  as food by 
some w i l d l i f e  spec ies .  The primary use of Lathco < w i l l  be as a 
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conservat ion cover p l a n t .  It does have some poi;entilal as a 
forage p l a n t ,  b u t  has n o t  been tested and i s  no t  p r e s e n t l y  
recommended f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

Breeder seed of Lathco w i l l  be maintained by the Soi:L Conserva- 
t i o n  Service P l a n t  Materials Center,  B i g  F la ts ,  New JCork. 
Foundation seed w i l l  be available i n  1972 and certified seed 
w i l l  be available i n  1973. 
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